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Totale O&O-intensiteit in Vlaanderen 2013-2023 “3% nota” (juli 2025), ECOOM, p.12

R&D investments: ± 3,52 % GDP (Flemish Region – 2023)  ± 3,61 % GDP (Flemish 
Community – 2023) (population: ± 6.850.000 in 2025)

R&D personnel: ± 73.100 FTE (Flemish Community 2023) (1% population – 2,12% 
working force) (2021) 

https://www.ecoom.be/nl/3-procent-nota
https://www.ecoom.be/nl/3-procent-nota
https://www.ecoom.be/nl/3-procent-nota
https://www.ecoom.be/nl/3-procent-nota
https://www.ecoom.be/nl/3-procent-nota


Regional Innovation Scoreboard 2025: Flanders – 31st (out of 246 regions) as innovation leader

European Innovation Scoreboard 2025: Belgium – 6th place as strong innovator

European Innovation Scoreboard 2025, EC, p. 10;
Regional Innovation Scoreboard 2025, EC, p. 7; Classificatie 4

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/statistics/performance-indicators/european-innovation-scoreboard_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/statistics/performance-indicators/european-innovation-scoreboard_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/statistics/performance-indicators/european-innovation-scoreboard_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/statistics/performance-indicators/regional-innovation-scoreboard_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/statistics/performance-indicators/regional-innovation-scoreboard_en
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Vlaams Indicatorenboek 2023, ECOOM, 4.1.5

Scientific papers
• almost 1% world (2022) – ±

33/10.000 inhabitants (2022) 
• 75% of publications have 

international co-author (2022)

https://www.vlaamsindicatorenboek.be/


WoS Co-Publications Flanders period 2008-2021 
(20/05/2021)   

Vlaams Indicatorenboek 2023, ECOOM, 4.1.5 H2020 country profiles - Belgium

https://www.vlaamsindicatorenboek.be/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/statistics/framework-programme-facts-and-figures/horizon-2020-country-profiles_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/statistics/framework-programme-facts-and-figures/horizon-2020-country-profiles_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/statistics/framework-programme-facts-and-figures/horizon-2020-country-profiles_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/dashboard/extensions/CountryProfile/CountryProfile.html?Country=Belgium


Relative Citation Frequency Flanders

World standard



Funding of fundamental & strategic research

Funding programmes

Individual researchers (pre-, post-doc, mobility)

Research teams (projects, SBO, TBM, brain gain Odysseus,…)

Research infrastructure

Scientific prizes

Bottom-up in all disciplines

Scientific excellence and interuniversity competition

Transparent and equal opportunities

About the FWO



Budget 2025: 
445 mio EUR

24,4%  Predocs (basic) 
29,8%  Predocs (strategic basic) 
17,3%  Postdocs Junior
23,6%  Postdoc Senior
17%     Projects

2024

55%   Predocs    45%
46%   Postdocs   54%

69% Predocs 31%
 49% Postdocs 51%

± 1150 Predocs (basic)
± 850   Predocs (strategic basic)
± 900   Postdocs
± 2400 Predoc&Postdoc (projects)



➢ Combined efforts leading to some of the largest scientific collaborations in the world. 

10.000+ publications

1.500+ researchers

1.000+ projects

The importance of 
High-Energy Physics



➢ The FWO invests in the following projects:

● CERN ● Einstein Telescope

● IceCube ● ISOLDE-SPIRAL2

● …

Flanders’ funding of high-energy 
physics



Project in the spotlight - 
CERN
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Project in the spotlight - 
CERN
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Project in the spotlight - 
ICECUBE
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Project in the spotlight – 
ISOLDE-SPIRAL 2
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Project in the spotlight – 
EINSTEIN-TELESCOPE



Thank you for 
your 
attention
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