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Mission



Mission

IIHE 
since 
1972

ü Large insfrastructure - International collaboration
ü R&D and hardware development

(detection technique, electronicsЯШ? ÄЯШвьШШ
ü Computing infrastructure (grid, software developmentЯШвь
üAnalysistools (ML, statisticsЯШвь
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People
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122
68(ULB)-54(VUB)



The IIHE
family 122

14
4 + 3

27 PD
9

6 IT

5

46 PhD 8 Eng/tech



The IIHE
family

122

14
4+3

27 PD
9

8

6

5

46 PhD

F:38-M:84
31%-69%F:4-M:1

80%-20%

F:16-M:30
35%-65%

F:7-M:20
26%-74%

F:0-M:6

F:2-M:6
25%-75%

F:3-M:6
33%-67%

F:6-M:15
29%-71%



Newcomers
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ÅTechnician ULB : AnnieMboubeMboule

ÅSecretariat VUB : Laura de Backer and Julien Adan

ÅPD : Jacopo Nava (VUB,Pheno), Andris Potrebko(ULB, CMS), Mingzhe Xie (ULB, CMS)

ÅPhD : AyaBeshr(ULB, GEM), StefDuponcheel (VUB, CMS), Dylan Frikken (VUB, radio), MaximeGrandjean 

(VUB,Pheno), Dora Geeraerts (VUB, Muography, Jan. 2026), AdithyanRajan (VUB, Muography, Jan. 2026)

ÅProfessor VUB : Charlotte Van Hulse (arriving in April 2026)

ÅLogistician ULB (½ IIHE) 2+2 years : Fakhri Alam (arriving in January 2026)



New ZAP @ VUB: Charlotte Van Hulse 
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BOF-ZAP via Odysseus Type I project:

ÅMulti -dimensional hadron structure via 
quarkonium production at CMS and the EIC

һ Construction of muon-detector prototype

Starting date April 1st, 2026

20 years ago, in the 
HERA East Hall @ DESY

Charlotte

Michael, kindly 
qὋgtkpi his chair



IIHE ResearchвШRich and Diverse
seepresentationstoday!

AUGER JUNO
LOFAR 

ICECUBE

CMS and GEMS/CMS phase 2

DAQ R&D

H1 

PET 

20
61

Future Colliders
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Master 
and 
PhD 
thesis
at IIHE 

The list in onthe IIHE webpage- It is importantto keepit upto date 
(Send the name, title, and link to the thesis to the IT support)

(missing ? : Dieder, Kunal, Eduardo, Yarno, Alex de Moor, Kevin Turbang, Godwin 
Krampah, Orazio Zapparrata, Nikos Stilianou, Sam Junius, PragatuMitra)



Since 
last 
annual 
meeting

Å 28/11/2024 : 2024 IIHE annual meeting at 
Hotel Barsey

Å 01/12 : Michael Tytgat as new director of 
IIHE-VUB

Å 17/12 : Saint Nicholas at the IIHE

Å 19/12 : be.HEPSolstice meeting at ULB
Å 09/12 : Christmas party at VUB Complex



Since 
last 
annual 
meeting

Å 18/03 : production of the newCMS tracker started at the 
IIHE

Å 07/04 2025 breakthroughprize in fundamental physics
awarded to CMSand other LHC experiments

Å 5/2 : BelgianESPP meeting at UAntwerpen
Å 21/05 : New polar seasonbeginsfor RNO-G тdrill team at 

Summit station
Å 24/04 : CMS spokespersonvisit to IIHE
Å 12/09 : RECFA visit in Belgium
Å 07-17/09 BND school in Nijmegen
Å 27/10 : COSPA meeting at LIC
Å 28-29/10 : PEPS 2025
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What about Jorgen ??



sŸƖŊĲŰќƚШ]ŸŸĬĤǃĲШÂċƖƣǃШŸŰШ~ċƖĦőШΞΝЯШΞΜΞΡ
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Meanwhile @ Nikhefв
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50 years of Nikhef
celebration on Oct. 30, 
ΞΜΞΡШв
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IT



Move to Nexus

Å After 17 years at the data center on the 
ULB Solboschcampus, the IIHE Tier-2 
was relocated in July 2025 to the new 
VUB Nexus datacenter in Research 
Park Zellik

Å Nexus datacenter (10.000 m2) is 
hosting servers of VUB, UZ Brussel, 
and Vlaamse SuperComputer (VSC)

Å Moving costs shared between 
ULB/VUB
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Move to Nexus

Many thanks for the IIHE IT team for making this happen, unexpectedly, on very short notice !
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Infrastructure



Renovated offices G.0.32 and G.0.33 
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G.0.32: CMS Phase-2 Tracker office

G.0.33: Instrumentation office 



Renovated offices G.0.32 and G.0.33 
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Electronics lab
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Electronics lab (G.0.40) was fully 
renovated last year and is now 
full of activity again 



Storage spaces @ IIHE
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Various storage rooms (G.1.01, G.1.02, G.1.08), full of old books and journals are being 
ĲůƓƣŔĲĬШƣŸШůċťĲШƚƓċĦĲШŉŸƖШŸƣőĲƖШƓƨƖƓŸƚĲƚШвШ~ċŰǃШƣőċŰťƚШƣŸШ~ŔĦőċĲũШuŸƖŰƣőĲƨĲƖШг



(Partial) cleanup of mechanical workshop
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Oct. 23, 2025: removal of several old 
machines and initial cleanup of mechanical 
workshop and storage area (G.0.50); many 

thanks to Yannick, Pierre, Michael K.



IIHE Library 
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IIHE library (G.1.09) is being 
emptied ; requested renovation to 
VUB Infra (i.e. fix the hole in the 
ŉũŸŸƖШвьШ

New purpose as a meeting/social 
room 

Propose to move the printer on 
G.1 to room G.1.08 (storage room 
next to library)


